
1 

 

 The Raider Times 
        Emmons School District 33 

              JANUARY 21, 2022 
 

 
 

A NOTE FROM DR. FRIEDMAN 

 
BELOW YOU WILL FIND THE LEGEND BEHIND OUR HOUSE SYSTEM THAT WE SHARED WITH 

THE STUDENTS.  STUDENTS AND STAFF ARE EXCITED ABOUT OUR NEW PROGRAM.  JOIN IN 

THE FUN!! PROMOTE YOUR STUDENT(S) PARTICIPATION IN HIS/HER HOUSE. 

 

While trying to fall asleep one night, Robert decided to imagine himself walking on the beaches in 

France, going on a safari in Africa or climbing mountains in South America. Robert had dreams alright, 

many dreams that would take him far away from his parent’s farm in Antioch, IL. Robert's mother opened 

his bedroom door only to find Robert still awake. “Oh Robert, you know you have school tomorrow. 

Please stop daydreaming and get some rest. It’s going to be a big day for you, starting 8th grade.” his 

mother said. However, Robert couldn’t stop dreaming of traveling. His heart was dying to go on. He knew 

that one day he needed to go away from the farm so that he could fulfill his dreams in far away lands. 

His 8th grade teacher, Ms. Ida Runyard was a cousin of his as well as his teacher. Ida was born 
in Salem, WI, just over the border from Antioch. She taught at Emmons School which at that time was a 
one room schoolhouse. She taught all subjects, but her favorite was geography.  Ida would describe the 
locations and people in such detail it seemed as though she had been there herself. Often Ida would have 
the children close their eyes and do their best to imagine the location, the people and the weather of each 
place. She could describe it so well that the students could see pictures in their minds of these fascinating 
places. 

One day at recess while all the children were playing ante-over, Robert decided he was tired of 
playing the same games everyday! How many times can you throw a ball over the building only to be 
scolded by the teacher again?  He decided to pretend he was a gladiator fighting in the Colosseum in 
Italy. Ms. Runyard’s lesson for that day was about famous landmarks in Italy. Robert was amazed at 
hearing that the Colosseum was built using limestone, tuff and brick. He could hardly imagine 50,000-
80,000 people in one place watching reenactments of famous battles, executions and gladiator fighting.  

All of his life, Robert dreamed of far away lands he read about and learned of at school. He 
yearned to meet people from all over the world. But how was he going to do this when his father expected 
him to work on the farm after high school. There must be more to life than living and working on a farm.  
Upon graduating high school, he told his parents he felt it was the only way to ease the burning in his 
heart. “I can’t let go of these dreams Papa. I need to go!” he told his father. Robert had seen an ad in the 
Antioch newspaper about joining the merchant marines. He longed to leave the farm to see the world. He 
felt this was his opportunity to do so. When he graduated 8th grade, Ms. Runyard told him to stay true to 
his heart. “Study hard, work hard and play hard” she would often say to him.  

After a final night at home, Robert could hardly sleep anticipating the adventures that were in his 
future as a merchant marine. The next morning, Robert's father was taking him to Waukegan harbor to 
enlist so that his adventure could begin. Robert made sure to say goodbye to all of his friends and family, 
especially his teacher, Ms. Runyard.  
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Robert could hardly eat his breakfast. His excitement was getting the best of him. All he wanted 
to do was get on the road to the harbor. He had only been to Waukegan once in his life. Robert’s family 
did not own a car. Most people in his small community traveled by horse and buggy-only the mayor and a 
few business owners owned a motor car! Robert gobbled his eggs and bacon so that he could go out and 
prepare the horse and buggy for the trip. It would take around 3 hours to get to the harbor and Robert did 
not want to be late.  

Robert gave his mother a huge hug goodbye. She did not want to let him go. She started to cry. 
“Robert, promise me you will take care of yourself. Write to me when you can and please come home to 
me, safe and sound.” she said to him. Robert’s dad said, “Ok, enough is enough, let’s get going, we’re 
burning daylight.” Off they went, heading east to Robert’s future.   

The House names were derived from Robert’s travels around the world: 
 
HOUSE COLORS:   Altruismo - Black (Portugal) Nukumori - Purple (Japan) 
   Isibindi - Green (Zulu)  Reveur - Blue (France) 
   Sollevare - Yellow (Italy)  Amistad - Red (Spain) 

 

   – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –  

Please send your child(ren) to school with appropriate outdoor gear. It is getting 

much colder and all students are expected to be outdoors for recess when the 

air temperature is above 15 degrees (wind chill factor). 

 
2022-2023 Kindergarten Online Pre-Registration…Kindergarten Pre-Registration for the 2022-2023 

school year will be Tuesday, February 22nd, through Friday, March 4th.  To be eligible for 

Kindergarten this fall, your child must be five years old before September 1, 2022.  If you have a 

child who will attend Kindergarten at Emmons this fall and have not done so already, please 

contact Donna Trischan at 847-395-1105, x215, or dtrischan@emmons33.org.  We will be sending 

families an email the week before the pre-registration window opens. Proof of Residency will be 

required. Acceptable forms of proof of residency can be found on our website, 

www.emmons33.org, Parents & Students, Forms & Registration, Proof of Residency.  

 

 
Registration for the 2022/2023 school year is right around the corner.  Last year, with the high 
school changing the way online payments were made, it caused some confusion for our Emmons 
families who are used to paying right as they register.  Please log into your Revtrak accounts to 
ensure that your payment for the 21/22 school year has been paid.  This will ensure that when you 
register in May for the 22/23 school year, you will not have 2 school fee payments due at the same 
time.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.emmons33.org/
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                                             FOCUS FEATURE - SPANISH 

                      Jamie Wickham, Spanish Teacher  

 

Exciting things are happening in the Spanish classroom this time of year! 

 

Second grade - We just finished our time together in the second grade, and had so much fun learning 

about the language and culture. We were able to study Day of the Dead (and make awesome altars), talk 

about our Christmas traditions (and make some cool ugly sweater drawings), and learn vocabulary 

related to a variety of topics. I hope the kiddos are able to use some of their phrases throughout the year 

until I see them again! 

Third grade - The third grade just started Spanish this week, and we have some awesome things 

planned for our time together. We will start by reviewing everything they learned last year, and then start 

talking about wintertime. The students will spend time talking about some of the Spanish speaking 

countries, learn more about colors and animals, and learn all about the history behind Cinco de Mayo. 

Fourth grade - The fourth graders learned so much during their time in Spanish. We just switched 

classes this week, so the kiddos who were in Spanish at the beginning of the year have returned! It was 

so exciting to initially build upon the vocabulary that they learned in third grade, and to now see all of the 

new things they are retaining. We studied the Day of the Dead, as well as a variety of activities they 

enjoyed doing in their free time. The second group learned about traditions in various Spanish speaking 

countries, as well as winter words!  

Sixth grade - We just switched sixth grade sections, and while I am so sad to have half of the kiddos 

leave me…I am very excited to work with the other half! We learned SO much during the first semester, 

including: countries & capitals, numbers, feelings & emotions, greetings and goodbyes, and verb 

conjugations. These kiddos are well prepared to start off successfully in seventh grade Spanish next year.  

Seventh grade - The seventh graders just wrapped up a viewing of the movie Encanto, and are about to 

embark on some super awesome culture activities related to Colombia. We will then get back to our 

vocabulary and grammar where they will learn more about exchanging conversation related to the things 

that they like (and don’t like) to do in their free time. The beginning of the year set them up for a 

successful second half of the year as they learned how to exchange basic greetings and questions with 

one another. I’m so excited to see them grow their ability to speak the language! 

Eighth grade - This group has been working hard over the past month reviewing all of the verbs we have 

learned since starting in sixth grade, and then preparing projects to present to their classmates. The 

presentations were super informational, and it was great to see them not only review what they’ve 

learned, but to present new pieces of information to the class. The kiddos spent the beginning of the year 

reading a short novel titled “Berto y sus Buenas Amigas”, and it was great to see them realize how much 

they could actually understand after their short time in middle school Spanish. After some additional 

grammar and vocabulary study, we will start in with another novel that they will move through more 

independently. Then in May they are off to Spanish Two at the high school! 

 

 

 

The Art Room is looking for “junk treasures” like egg cartons, yogurt cups, bowls, plastic trays, 
etc.  Please send any empty and clean items you have to school with your student to give to 
Mrs. Karpiel.  
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PTO REMINDERS: 
The PTO plans to focus on recruitment the remainder of the school year and would love for 

parents and teachers to come to recruitment meetings to share which events they would like 

to see continue or add in the 2022/2023 school year. We will be holding the first 

recruitment meeting on Wednesday, January 26th at 6pm via Zoom. (see link below). 

Participation in these meetings will determine what events the PTO will be able to hold next 

year. We really encourage families to attend or reach out to the PTO at PTO@emmons33.org 

if they would like to volunteer for an event but cannot attend the meetings. We are also 

looking to fill some positions on the Board, as many of the previous volunteers are either no longer at 

Emmons or can no longer commit the time. Filling those positions will also be a contributing factor of the 

PTO’s involvement in the 2022/2023 School year.  

Zoom Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86173024736?pwd=SzZENEFUOG13UUVsN2NBU3BJNGVtdz09 

Meeting ID: 861 7302 4736 

Passcode: 640738 
 

Important Dates to Remember… 
Monday, Jan. 24, 2022 7th/8th Girls Bball home game vs. Alden Hebron, 4:30pm 

Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2022 Study Hall - 3:30-4:10pm 
7th/8th Girls Bball home game vs. Prairie Crossing, 4:30pm 

Wednesday, Jan. 26, 2022 Study Hall - 3:30-4:10pm 
Yearbook Club - 3:30 - 4:10pm 
PTO Recruitment Meeting - 6:00-7:00pm 
Board of Education Meeting - 7:00pm 

Thursday, Jan. 27, 2022 Study Hall - 3:30-4:10pm 

Tuesday, Feb. 1, 2022 Study Hall - 3:30-4:10pm 
Games Club - 3:30-4:10pm 
Theater Club - 3:30-4:10pm 
7th/8th Girls Bball home vs. Park, 4:30pm 

Wednesday, Feb. 2, 2022 Study Hall - 3:30-4:10pm 
Games/Escape Room Club - 3:30-4:10pm 
Community Service Club - 3:30-4:10pm 
Yearbook Club - 3:30-4:10pm 

Thursday, Feb. 3, 2022 Study Hall - 3:30-4:10pm 
Choir Club - 3:30-4:10pm 
Legos Club - 3:30-4:10pm 

*Only home sporting events are listed on the Important Dates to Remember.  Please see the Athletics 

Calendar for a full list of games and practice.  Student spectators should go home after school and return 

at game time.  Keep in mind that spectators are no longer allowed at away basketball games.  

 

Please join the Emmons Facebook page. We place pictures of students on that platform regularly.  

Watch for pictures from the upcoming Holiday parties!  

https://www.facebook.com/emmonsraiders 

mailto:PTO@emmons33.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86173024736?pwd=SzZENEFUOG13UUVsN2NBU3BJNGVtdz09
https://www.facebook.com/emmonsraiders

